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Class 1 Curriculum Overview, Autumn Term 2016
Welcome to the Autumn term.

Please find below an outline of the main areas we expect to be covering this term in Class One. As we are very flexible in our approach the way we will explore a theme is always subject to change or development depending upon opportunities which may become available. 
Remember, Mrs Sophie David will be teaching Class One on Mondays and Tuesdays again this term.
Jane Major; September 2016
	Literacy/English

Many writing activities will be linked to our topic themes, and will cover a range of both factual and imaginative writing opportunities including writing simple poems.

Daily “Letters and Sounds” Phonic (Yr1/R) or SPAG (Yr2) sessions in groups to practise sounds for reading and writing, plus spelling, punctuation and grammar 

Thursday Spelling test for Y1 and Y2 – to begin after a few weeks.

We will share stories with familiar settings and use non-fiction books to help us with our topic work.

Please continue to read at home with your child, talk about the stories you read and practise the key word sheets – there will be daily opportunities for changing books and reading with an adult at school.

	Maths Year 2

· Counting beyond 100; place value of hundreds, tens and units

· Addition and subtraction within 20; recognising and knowing doubles and halves to 20

· Beginning to add 2 digit numbers 

· Basic multiplication and division: 2x, 5x, 10x tables; simple fractions 

· Characteristics of common 2D/ 3D shapes, reflective symmetry

· Measuring length with m/cm

· Telling the time to quarter hours, with digital and analogue clocks

· Money to £1, confidence with coin combinations

Practising number bonds and counting at home is essential for developing speed of recall and confidence with numbers.
	Year 1

· Counting to 50, then 100; writing numbers correctly

· Introduction to tens and units (place value) when counting 

· Practical adding/taking away, knowing number bonds to 10

· Counting in 2s 5s 10s ready for basic multiplication

· Coin combinations to 10p, then towards 20p

· Sorting and naming common 2D and 3D shapes

· Measuring with metres, using the  correct vocabulary

· Telling the time to half hours

Please practise ordering numbers, counting both forwards and backwards and learning basic number bonds to 10 at home.
	Reception

· Sorting and counting sets of objects up to 10, then 20

· Joining in with number rhymes

· Learning to recognise numerals to 10 (then 20) and learning how to write them correctly

· Making repeating patterns in shape and numbers

· Starting to join sets of objects, working towards addition and subtraction

· Activities with basic shapes, money, capacity, measuring, weighing and time, using the correct language to describe amounts or measures.
Practising any of the above at home, especially counting during daily activities/play and writing numbers, would be really useful!

	Topics (Yr1/2: Science/Geography/History/RE; Reception: Understanding the World) 
Our first topic is ‘Ourselves’ which will include science-based activities about bodies, senses, healthy eating and how we change as we grow. This will link to a history activity where the children will match their personal histories to things they could do at each stage of their lives so far (photos will be needed for this – more information to follow). We will explore aspects of autumn, a creative and literacy-led theme which will involve lots of welly walks and first hand experiences; we will also learn about harvest, Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot. Towards the end of term we will find out about how people celebrate annual autumn/winter Festivals of Light such as Divali, Advent & Christmas.

	PE (Physical Development)                                               NB: Please keep your PE kit in school at all times

· Thursday pm: PE with Mrs Fitch
· Wednesday am: Y2 Swimming/PE at the Sports Centre in Wellington

· Wednesday am: YR/1 Welly Walk - wellies, waterproof coat and old trousers needed please

· 9am most mornings): “Wake and Shake” or skipping on the playground

	Music

Regular music making and singing; 
Our Christmas nativity play will involve singing and dancing to enact this timeless story

	PSE/Circle Time
SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) activities will explore the theme of ‘New Beginnings’ through circle time discussions and practical role play activities. 
All children will be involved in regular turn- taking activities involving listening, thinking and sharing ideas; good manners and consideration for others’ feelings are always modelled and encouraged.  
We expect and recognise appropriate behaviour at all times; positive reinforcement of desirable behaviour is an effective way of encouraging it in everyone.

	ICT - Computer skills and Interactive Whiteboard 
We often use the lap-tops and ipods to support our learning. www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies  and www.bbc.co.uk/schools  are always good sources of child-friendly information and appropriate games. 

We also use www.ictgames.com, www.topmarks.co.uk and www.phonicsplay.co.uk (phase 2/3 for Reception and Phase 5/6 for Years 1 and 2) to secure understanding of phonics and maths concepts. 

NB: When using your computer at home please encourage your child to type using two hands and several fingers – this is a very hard habit to break at school if they are used to using just one finger at home!

	Structured Play Activities

There are ongoing structured play activities for Reception and (to a lesser extent) Year 1 throughout the week, often in a rotation with a focused adult-led activity, a creative activity or individual reading and independent play, where children have a choice from a range of indoor and outdoor activities. The Reception children cover much of their curriculum through play-based activities, which may be structured or independent, with more focused adult-led sessions of Letters and Sounds, Maths and Reading activities each day. Year 1/2 children naturally spend longer on adult directed or independent activities and less time playing as they mature and their concentration develops.  By the end of Year 2 most children should be able to focus for up to and hour on an independent task in preparation for moving into KS2.

	Cookery

Mrs Coupe will lead our popular cooking sessions again this term, usually on a Thursday morning, starting in a few weeks. She would welcome any offers of help on an occasional or regular basis. This is a self-funding activity, at a cost of 50p per week towards the cooking ingredients; please be prompt with this payment – I am happy to accept advance payments for multiple weeks; any credit from last term has been recorded in the cooking book and carried over.

	Forest School; Friday mornings from 9 – 10.30am.

For those of you unfamiliar with the Forest School ethos:

‘Forest School’ is an approach to developing self-esteem and social skills whilst also learning to understand and appreciate our wonderful world outside. We explore seasonal features and changes and learn a range of new practical and creative skills through activities on the school field (and sometimes beyond). We learn to solve problems and work together, being brave about trying new things and sharing/evaluating our learning through discussion at the end of each session – listening to each other and learning to make positive comments. We generally go outside whatever the weather – heavy rain can make our planned activities impossible, but other extremes such as cold, wind, fog, snow or heat-waves are all experienced with varying degrees of enthusiasm! 

Mrs Fitch sometimes teaches the class on a Friday – on these occasions the children participate in outdoor learning with a science bias, linked to the scientific topic they are studying with her this term.

Whatever the focus, all children will need appropriate clothing including wellies, waterproof coats – gloves and hats later on - and warm play clothes which may come home very muddy or damp. (Due to the vagaries of the English weather, they could also need sunhats if we have a warm start to the term!)
Please come to school dressed for Forest School on Fridays, with uniforms in a named bag to change into at playtime.


                    As always, do come and ask if you have any questions or concerns!
                                                        JM; 28/08/16
